


TERRORISM 

 What is terrorism? 

Contested concept 

Definition            no universal definition 

 violence 

 fear 

 civilian 

 political aim 
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TERRORISM 

 Targets 

Military forces 

Diplomatic missions 

Public venues 

Critical infrastructure 

 Transportation infrastructure 

✓ Land     ✓ Air      ✓ Maritime     ✓ Rail   
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1 MI5. Retrieved from https://www.mi5.gov.uk/terrorist-targets 
*Riedman, D., The Cold War on Terrorism: Reevaluating Critical Infrastructure Facilities as Targets for Terrorist Attacks, 2017.   



    MARITIME TERRORISM 

 Maritime terrorism 

No international definition         interpretations 

International Maritime Organization (IMO)  

 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful 

Acts against the Safety of Maritime Navigation2 

 explosion 

 chemical weapons 

 toxic substances 
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2 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime Navigation. 



    MARITIME TERRORISM 

Similarities Differences 

Use of violence 

Equipment 

Skills & training  

Planned attacks 

 Impact on political and 

socio-economic levels 

 

 

Frameworks 

Motivations & purposes 

Publicity vs. anonymity 
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3 Moreels, S., The insurability of maritime terrorism, 2016, p.26-27.   

 Terrorism vs. Piracy3 

 

 

 



    MARITIME SECURITY 

 US CRS Report for Congress4 

 Five common dimensions 

Perpetrators  

Objectives  

Locations 

Targets 

Tactics 

 

 
UNCLASSIFIED 6 

4 Parfomak, P.W. and Fritelli, J., Maritime Security: Potential Terrorist Attacks and Protection Priorities, 2007, p .2-6. 



    MARITIME SECURITY 
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5 Ibid, p.7. 

Dimension Example Characteristics 

Perpetrators 
-Terrorists                                  -Foreign nationalists 

-Disgruntled employees            -Others 

Objectives 
-Mass casualties                       -Port disruption  

-Trade disruption                      -Environmental damage 

Locations 

-Ports                                       -Choke points 

-Oil fields& rigs                         -Pipelines 

-Offshore platforms                  -Hydroelectric dams 

-Refineries                                -Power generation plants 

Targets 

-Military vessels                        -Port area populations 

-Cargo vessels                          -Ship channels 

-Fuel tankers                             -Port industrial plants 

-Ferries/cruise ships                 -Offshore platforms  

Tactics 

-Explosives in suicide boats     -Underwater swimmers 

-Explosives in light aircraft       -Unmanned submarine bombs 

-Ramming with vessels            -Exploding fuel tankers 

-Ship-launched missiles           -Explosives in cargo ships 

-Harbor mines                          -WMDs in cargo ships 



CONCLUSION 

 Maritime security 

Terrorist threat               significant 

National strategy           protecting public  

Uncertainity                   terrorist capabilities 

 Intelligence                    gathering and sharing 

 Identification                  comprehensive perspective 
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Thank you for your attention. 
 

Questions? 

  


